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EVOLUTION 

Discussed by One of America's 
Leading Thinkers 



MOTIVE AND EVOLUTION 

PROVE CAUSATION. 

(By Golden Smith in New York 
Sun.) 

Interest is evidently felt in the 
question which I have been per- 
mitted to treat in your columns, 
and alter the notices and queries 
which 1 have received there are 
points on which I should like, if 
you will allow me, to set myself 
right. Let me say that I speak 
and have spoken throughout as 
iin inquirer, not as a teacher. 

1st. I heartily accept evolu- 
tion and abandon the traditions 
which it has displaced. 1 would 
only be on my guard against be- 
ing carried away, as by great dis- 
coveries we are in danger of be- 
ing. Evolution as so far revealed, 
in physical. It has not yet under- 
taken to account for the higher 
man, his gifts, his ideas, his aspi- 
rations. I do not suppose that 
I lit in is any miraculous change if 
that development is not continu- 
ous. Yet there may be an 
tial change, as there is from the 
germ to the living man. There is, 
I believe, as yet no attempt to ac- 
count for the potentiality of the 
genu, which in ita way is perhaps 
as great a miracle as the poten- 
tiality, intellectual, moral and 
spiritual, of the physical man. 
.Van uloneof all races is progress- 
ive. This, in itself, is a distinc- 
tion, absolute and essential, be- 
tween him and the brutes. 
2nd. — I have not broached any 
ictrine of the freedom 



they can, what is there to with- 
hold them from doing it/ What 
is the value oi a clean breast 'I 

5th. The fatherhood of God 
seems to be implied in the Christ- 
ian belief in the brotherhood of 
man. By using the phrase, I 
meant to designate Christianity, 
noi to open the question of The- 
ism, which in itself I have not 
attempted to deal. It does not 
seem possible that we should ever 
have direct proof through human 
observation and reasoning of the 
existence of Deity or of the di- 
vine aim and will. To some pow- 
er, and apparently to some moral 
power, we must owe our being. 
We can hardly believe that cre- 
ation planned itself, or that the 
germ endowed itself with life and 
provision for development. But 
what can have been the aim of 
creation/ What can have led to 
the production of humanity, with 
all the evil and suffering which 
Omniscience must have foreseen J 
What was there which without 
such a process mere hat, so far 
as we can see, could not produce. 
The only thing that presents it- 
self is character, which apparent- 
ly must be self-formed and de- 
veloped by resistance to evil. W r e 
have had plenty of "evidences" 
in the manner of Paley, of the 
Bridgewater Treatises, met by 
skeptical argument on the other 
side ; but has inquiry yet tried to 
fathom the mystery of human ex- 
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Action, of course^ has 

its spring in motive, motive in 
character, and the complex in- 
fluences which form it. I only 
venture to demur to the necessar- 
ian theory as opposed to our con- 
sciousness, while by excluding 
freedom it excludes anything that 
can be truly called morality or 
moral judgment of action. It as- 
sumes that the motive is the sole 
factory. To me it appears that 
there arc two— the motive and the 
volition. In actions which are 
matter of course, we are not con- 
scious of the duality. In doubt- 
ful actions, where there is a con- 
flict of motives, we are. Upon 
what other theory can moral re- 
sponsibility or consciousness ex- 
ist f 

3rd. The leaning to orthodoxy, 
with which I am gently reproach- 
ed, does not go beyond a convict- 
ion, drawn from the study, not of 
theology, but of history, that of 
all the types of character hitherto 
produced, the Christian type, 
founded on a belief in the father- 
hood of (lod and the brotherhood 
of man, appears to be the happi- 
est and the best. At its birth it 
encountered alien and hostile in- 
fluences: Alexandrine theosophy, 
Oriental asceticism, Byzantine 
imperialism. liater it encounter- 
ed the worst influences of ail- 
that of theocracy engendered by 
the ambition of the monk Ifilde- 
brand. Theocracy, not Catholi- 
cism, or anything spiritual, has 
been the source of the crimes of 
1 lie Papacy; of the Norman raids 
upon England and Ireland; the 
civil wars kindled by papal in- 
trigue in Germany; the extermi- 
the Albigeuses; the In- 
Alva's tribunal of 
the Netherlands; the 
of St. Bartholomew ; the 
persecution of the llugenots; Jes- 
uitism and the uns|K!akable evils, 
religious, moral and political, 
which .Jesuitism lias wrought 
Through all this and in spite of 
it all, Christian character has pre- 
served itself, and it is still the 
basis of the world's best civili- 
zation. Much that is far outside 
the Christian creed is still Christy 
ian in character and traceable to 
a Christian source. 

4th. I fully admit that society 
can be regulated by a law framed 
for mutual protection and general 
Well-being without the religious 
conscience or other support than 
general interest. Bat if individ- 
ual interests or passion can break 
this law with impunity, as often 
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have earnestly pleaded is the 
abolitioj>_of clerical tests, which 
"are in tact renunciations of ab- 
solute loyalty to truth. Would 
this involve the dissolution of 
the churches? Nothing surely 
an put an end to the need of 
spiritual association or to the use- 
fulness of the pastorate so long 
as we believe in spiritual life. I 
think I have seen the most gifted 
minds, such as might have done us 
the highest service in the quest of 
truth, condemned to silence by 
the tests. 

BIBLE REVISION 

(By Josephine K. Henry.) 

The Pope has ordered a new re- 
vision of the Vulgate, or Latin 
rental of the Bible. 

The Pope has placed the work 
in the hands of Abbot Gaspuet, 
the bead of the Order of Bene- 
dictines, the Abbot to select his 
learned associates to revise and 
correct (hkI's word, which has 
been proclaimed the inerrant and 
infallible word of God since the 
last doetoring it had at the hands 
of the elergy. 

I do not know whether the laity 
will be punished for believing and 
living up to the mistakes in the 
version now to be revised. It 
really seems it would not be just 
to punish them," but "the ways of 
providence are past finding out." 
Bible revision has been going on 
for nges, and Doctors of Divinity 
have had a trust on the business. 
It always seemed to iroe sacrileg- 
ious to tie a Doctor of God. Surely 
the Almighty, the All-Wise, All- 
Powerful and Perfect God does 
not need the doctoring of puny 
men, and it seems to me a peril- 
on- presumption to be a D. D. (a 
Doctor of God"). Every prayer 
offered is mi attempt to revise 
and direct Cod's methods of deal- 
i 1 1 !_■ with his creatures, and such 
dictation exaggerates the ego of 
the dictator and revisor until it 
seems to annul the will and word 
of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Why should God's word 

ever have I a revised? Surely 

Cod knew what he wanted to 
say to the human race ,and how 
to say it. 

W r hen an ordinary mortal 
writes a Ixiok it is agsinst the law 
for others to ipiote without cred- 
it, correct, revise, eliminate and 
add tfl lie' contents; if they do 
they are held accountable by the 
author, and the world condemns 
them as literary purloiners and 
meddlers. Hut when God wrote 



a book, the whole Christian world 
proceeded to tear the Divine lit- 
erary production into shreds, 
throwing out whole books, revis- 
ing and interpolating chapters 
and sentences, declaring that God 
wrote this, but he did not write 
that. The inspired word they 
keep in God 's book, and the unin- 
spired word they throw out, and 
all this time while such liberties 
with the Bible are being taken, 
the Divine Author enters not a 
word of protest against the pre- 
sumption of "worms in the dust" 
for tampering with the divine lit- 
erary production. Surely this is 
an evidence that God is long suf- 
fering under great provocation. 

It is written, "Man is made in 
tin Image of God" (some men do 
not reflect great credit on their 
maker, and cannot certainly be 
an improved edition of their hea- 
venly Father). But certain it is, 
whether men resemble their heav- 
enly parent or not, they must 
write perplexingly like God, for 
the religious world has never 
been able to agree as to how much 
of the Holy Scriptures were writ- 
ten by God, and how much by h: 
creatures, mere men. 

The Bible says if you "sin 
against the Holy Ghost you can 
not be forgiven in this world or 
the world to come." Surely the 
Bible revisionists put themselves 
in jeopardy, since God writes so 
alarmingly like man, the world 
has never decided which was 
which, and now the Pope, God's 
representative on earth, find.* it 
necessary to make another trial 
to find out what God did, or did 
not write. 

Does it not seem strange that 
God should afflict his representa- 
tive on earth with the gout? Sure- 
It he cannot represent divinity as 
ably or effectually with the gout 
as without it, but we are taught 
that 

"God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

It is claimed that Jehovah, the 
(Jod of the Jews, wrote the Old 
Testament. This was before the 
Son and the Holy Chost became 
parts of the God-head— the Trin 
ity, three Gods in one, yet only 
one God. If Jehovah was the ex- 
clusive author of the Old Testa- 
ment, he certainly proves himself 
not only a writer of the ages be- 
fore whom all the warriors of the 
ages appear like tin soldiers. 

From the murder of Abel, with 
which God begins his book, to the 
murmurings of Malachi where 
"Thus saith the Lord: yet I loved 
Jacob, and I hated Esau and laid 
his mountains and his heritage 
waste for the dragons of the wil- 
derness; where as Edom saith: 
We are impoverished, but he will 
return and build the desolate 
places. Thus saith the Lord fd 
hosts: They shall build, and I will 
throw down the neople sgshsll 
whom the Lord hath indignation, 
forever." 

One has but to read Jehovah's 
book to find out that the sacred 
author was in a towering rage 
from (lenesis to Malachi, whose 
last words are: "Lest I come and 
urse, 



of t 



nit 



drc 



i hi 



(Id Tes- 
od, and 

f all the murders recorded there- 
in Wtrt counted in comparison, 
the warfare of nations would ap- 
pear insignificant. It is to be 
hoped that the Pope's Bible revis- 
ionists will give careful statistics 
regarding murder. theft, de- 
bauchery, female commodity, ly- 
ing, deceit, hypocrisy, and cow- 
ardice, all of which are taught in 
one single chapter i Cenesis 34), 
and treated of in realistic style 

throughout the entire book. A 

Bible student will observe that 
the divine author considered his 
finest chapter, for he gives it 
twice over, word for word. ThOM 
identical chapters are 19th chap- 
ter of 11 King*, and 87th chapter 
of Isaiah. God must have con- 
sidered this the most important 
part of Ills book to have repeated 
up tr *■*■ 



be written on this one ny, 
and the Pope's revisionists should 
concentrate their learning on it. 
For the life of me, I cannot see 
what bearing it has on "eternal 
life." How Hezekiah, Eliakim, 
Shebna. llab-shaken, Yirakah, Go- 
zan, Haran, Rezeph, Harnath, 
Sennacherib, Andrammellach and 
Sharzer, from the cities of Soph* 
raim, Hena, and Ivah, lead to 
"eternal life" cannot be found 
out by careful reading. Who these 
celebrities wore, or where these 
ciiics were the Lord in heaven 
only knows or ever will know, 
unless the Pope's revisionists dig 
up this knowledge. 

Two verses of the chapter need 
special attention. The 28th verse 
says: "Because thy rage against 
me and thy tumult is come up 
into mine ears, therefore I will 
[nit my hook in thy nose and my 
iirid.c in thj lips, and I will turn 
thee back by the way thou cont- 
est. " Now this hook in the nos€ 
business would scare the ordina- 
ry mortal away from the search 
for "eternal life," and if one is to 
be turned back with a hook in 
the nose and a bridle in the lips, 
it would save the paiu and humil- 
iation to let the revisionists find 
the path. But the most startling 
thing in literature is the 35th 
verse of this wonderful chapter. 
It mm*, "And it came to pass that 
night the angel of the Lord went 
out and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred four score 
and five thousand; and when they 
arose early in the morning, be- 
hold they were all dead corpses." 

Nov, what do jron think of that? 

One angel slew 185,000 Assyr- 
ians in one night. This exceeds 
any warlike demonstration from 
the time of the war in heaven, 
when Satan was thrown over the 
battlements, to the battle of Muk- 
den. One angel like that would 
have been invaluable in our Civil 
War, or to Russia in its late un- 
pleasantness with Japan. But 
think of 185,000 soldiers being 
slain in one night, and waking up 
early in the morning to find them- 
selves dead corpses. Of course, 
if tr u -y had found themselves liv- 
imr corpses the fate and fame of 
that angel would have been dif- 
ferent. If military execution in- 
sures a clear title to angelhood, 
this angel could certainly "Read 
his title clear to mansions in the 
skies. " 

The 24th verse of this chapter, 
which also needs the attention of 
the revisionists, says: "I have 
digged and drunk strange waters, 
and with the sole of my feet have 

1 dried up all the rivers of besieg- 
ed places." It does not sav who 
these feet belonged to, but who- 
ever possessed them certainly de- 
ed their name recorded in 

Holy Writ. 

Paul says a pertinent thing in 

2 Thessalonians, 2-11, which may 
have some bearing on this won- 
derful chapter, "God shall send 
them strong delusion and they 
shall believe a lie." 

The responsibility of Bible re- 
visionists is fearful, for the Bible 
says they shall incur the penalty 
of having "their names taken out 
of the Lamb's Book of Life, if 
they add one jot or tittle" to the 
Ho y Book. So many well mean- 
ing searchers of the Scriptures 
have their passports to heaven by 
ad. lino to, ami taking away, from 
the Word of the Law. until but 
little is left but jots and tittles. 

lint two members of this Trin- 
ity were authors. Cod. the |%th- 
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world may know 

has on the salvation ot trie mma-l 
an nice. We are told to "search! 
the scriptures to find eternal! 

life." All who desire "eteraeJ 

life" would do so if they could 
only find out what the Scriptures, 
are, and wha 
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ated chapter in the Holy Book 
List be genuine. A volume could 
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wrote the New Testament; God 
the Son wrote no books. He left 
not I line or a word of his com- 
l>osition. ft is recorded by the 
l|oU (ihost that on one occasion 
Cod the Son "wrote on the 
HUd " St. Jerome and St. Chrys- 
OStom, who are accepted as au- 
thority by the Pope, both say Cod 
the Son could not write or read 
either. 

When God wrote the Bible he 
gars it in keeping to the Jews. 
The} were not to read it ; he com- 
manded them to "Take the Book 
of I aw and put it into the side 
of tin- Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lord your God, that it may he 
there for a witness against thee," 
Dent. 31-26). The ark was to 
he kept in the holies! recess of 
the temple, and the high priest 
rsa ordered in Leviticus. 16-2, 
•Not to come at all times into 
he holy places within the veil he- 
'ore tlm merev seat which is upon 
he ark. that he die not." 
In 1 Samuel 18-1!». it is de.scrib- 
( Continued on Page 4). 



PAINE 

One of America's Greatest Revolu- 
tionary Heroes 



HI8 PEN AND SOUL invented a planing machine and crane, 

WENT HAND IN HAND, but the best of all was the iron bridge. 

A GREAT PATRIOT 



One would naturally think that after 
his splendid efforts in America had 
been crowned with success, he had 
earned the full reward of a quiet life. 
But such was not to be. Edmund 
Burke's Reflection of the Revolution 
in France" demanded a reply, and 
"The Rights of Man" was printed. 
The work was so popular that It had 
an immense sale, and revealed so truly 
the condition of the country and its 
rulers that it 
of tl 

The Rights of Man was almost as 
popular in England as his Common 
Sense had been in America. In Febru- 
iry, 1792, the second part was printed, 
n May the King issued a proclamation 
suppressing all seditious and libellous 
works. That same day the Attorney 
General commenced a suit against 
Paine. The trial was appointed for 
the following December. In September 
(before the trial) he was elected to the 
National Convention of France, and 
was not in England at the time of the 
trial. He was found guilty. 

Paine says: "Every age and genera- 
Ion must be free to act for Itself lu 
all cases as the ages and generations 
hich preceeded it. The vanity, the 
presumption of governing beyond the 
grave is the most ridiculous and inso- 
lent of all tyrannies. Man has no 
property in man, neither has any gen- 
eration a property In the generations 
which are to follow. * * 

1 am contending for the right of th s 
living, and against their being kllleo 
away, and controlled and contracted 
for by the manuscript authority of the 

Hereditary succession Is a burlesque 
upon monarchy. It puts it In the most 
ridiculous light by presenting It as an 
office which any child or idiot may fill. 
It requires some talent to be a common 
mechanic, but to be a king, requires 
ly the animal figure ot man, a sort of 
eathing automatons. This sort of 
perstition may last a few years now, 
t it cannot long resist the awakened 
reason and icterest of man." 
He desired to make a Republic of 



he had so far succeeded that Louts XVI 
dethroned and the Revolutionary 
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> enough to vote against the King's 
death, and not only that but to speak 
against capital punishment in general. 
The Republicans of France had no such 
conception of liberty as had Thomas 
Paine, and his desire to preserve the 
of the man, after the dethroning 
le King, brought him trouble 
ght his almost to the guillotine. 



was capable of 

Liberty was his ideal, and slavery 
of body or mind found in him a deadly 
enemy. 

His faculties were even being exer- 
cised for the good of his fellow cre- 
atures. The immense range of his 
power seems marvelous, and his in- 
sight most keen and wonderful. Any- 
thing of interest to man was of interest 
to him, and any place in need of a 
worker was a legitimate field for his 
labor. Paine's boyhood was passed in 
the sombre "drab colored" existence of 
a Quaker home. His seriousness of 
life and grave promise of practical re- 
sults in the thinking world when he 
should reach maturity. 

In speaking of an existence in his 
boyhood he says: 
when about seven oi 
hearing a sermon read upon the sub- 
ject of what is called Redemption by 
the death of the Son of God. After the 
sermon was ended I went into the 
garden and as I was going down the 
garden steps for I perfectly remember 
the spot, I revolted at the recollection 
of what I had heard and thought to 
myself that it was making God Al- 
mighty act like a passionate man, and 
killed his son when he could not re- 
venge himself in any other way, and as 
I was sure a man would be hanged that 
did such a thing, I could not see for 
what purpose they preached sermons. 
This was not one of that kind of 
thoughts that had anything in it of 
childish levity; it was to me a serious 
recollection arising from the idea I bad 
that God was too good to do such an 
auction, and also too almighty to be 
under any necessity of doing It. I be- 
lieve in the same manner at this mo- 
ment; and I moreover believe that any 
system of religion that has anything in 
it which shocks the miOd of the child, 
cannot be a true system. " 

So we see that the idea that Christ 
was not crucified, because that was too 
wicked for (iod to do, was believed bv 
him when only eight years old, and 
fifty years afterward he adds, "any 
system of religion that has anything 
In It that shocks the mind of a child 
cannot be a true system." 

"We are little able, in the present 
day, to appreciate the reverence with 
which Paine was regarded by those 
who saw in him the greatest apostle 
of liberty In the world. Elihu Palmer 
spoke a very general belief when he 
declared Paine probably the most use- 
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Ah France! Thou hast ruined the 
character of a revolution virtuously be- 
gun and destroyed those who procured 
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"What I write is pure nature, and 
y pen and my soul have ever gone 
together." 

What was lacking was the men to 
appreciate his work. The freedom-lov- 
ing men to understand and help him. 
Paine was called a foreigner and sent 
I prison. N'o charge was made against 
him. He remained there nearly ten 
months because no American of author- 
ity claimed him. Most of his friends In 
France were guillotined and he would 
i been but for the care or careless 
□ess we do not know which, of the man 
marked the doors of condemned 
mors. Paine was ill and his door 
being open when marked, made the 
mark come on the Inside when the door 
was closed, and so, wa» not visible 
when the headsman went his rounds. 

We have seen the warrlod side of 
Paine, but he had another side, or 
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great ability. Among other things he 
Invented a smokeless candle. The 
flame going out at oue end of the can- 
dle, the smoke at the other. He also 



Reason" became known to them. He 
was neglected by those who would be 
expected to stand by him. 

Probably the worst blow, he ever 
received was to have the right 'o 
vote refused him in New York on the 
ground that he was not a citizen of 
the United States. Not a citizen of 
New York, when the home In which 
he lived had been presented to him 
by the State of New York for his serv- 
ices In making it a state, and he had 
lived on money presented to him by 
Pennsylvania for his services there. 
Not a citizen! Can Christianity with 
its pretence of charity and brotherly 
love go to such an ertent as that In 
prejudice? 

Yet incredible, as It appears, such 
is the case (and George Washington 
wrote that the one who refused 
Paine's vote did rightly) and Palne 
died before the courts of New York 
recognized him as a citizen after that 
gratutious Insult. 

These "patriots" had worked with 
him aa far as their limited sight 
could determine was right, but when 
he could see a horizon beyond them, 
they refused to go and put all possi- 
ble obstacles in his way. They for- 
got he had been their nurse and guide 
in Republican childhood, forgot they 
were given a measure of freedom 
tlirough his efforts, forgot gratitude 
to an old friend, forgot honor, forgot 
they were human beings, and so de- 
serted this grand warrior who loved 
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1 edited by him until his da 
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So when we find Uod we can safe- 
ly s.iy we have found immortality.- 

Ministers will ask: Is it possi- 
ble tor (iod to forgive man? Hut 
we. after taking a careful view of 
tlie case, would ask i Is it possible 
for man to forgive (Jod .' 
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How could a Ood accept his 
mm sutTering8 in .justification of 
the guilty? That would be a com- 
plete subversion of all ideas of 
justi.e and morality known to 
mankind. 
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LOOK FOR THE PINK SLIP. 

We enclose in the papers of our 
rarbecriben whose subscriptions 
remain unpaid, a pink slip, which 
will make it easy for them to 
make their remittances. The 
little yellow address tab on the 
pap. i or wrapper will show the 
time to which subscriptions are 
paid, and the amount due can 
lie readily computed at the rate 
t f one dollar per year. For in- 
stance, if your tab reads "Nov. 
09," one dollar will pay you up 
to November, 1910. It may seem 
to you that your dollar is a small 
matter. So it is. Hut if six hun- 
dred subscribers who are in ar- 
rears would think otherwise, and 
pay up, it would mean $600 to 
us; and $600 would be right 
handy just now. Of course, you 
expect to pav your subscription 
gome time. Do ft now. 

Another thing. We are willing 
to help th ecause. The cause 
helped us, and we are not unap- 
pn-ciativc. if in sending your 
OWII subscription, you will add 
two dollars and fifty cents and 
send us five names and addresses, 
we will mail the Hlade one full 
,\ear tn these live addresses. This 
is not a money-making scheme. 
Lei us figure with you. To send 
the Blade a year to five persons 
will require l2(i<> sheets of paper. 
This paper will cost us $1.43. The 
pottage on the five papers will 
eosi lis 52 cents during the year. 
This will leave us 5,> cents to pay 
for the labor of printing, folding 
and wrapping 2*>() papers. Not 
much profit in that. But we are 
willing to do it. Remember your 
own subscription costs you a dol- 
lar. Any angle subscription, or 
any renewal, costs one dollar. But 
if five new ones are sent at one 
time, they come for fifty cents 
each Now it's up to you to get 



A God could not make a law for 
man, then sulfer in the place of 
the man who had violated it,— 
then say that the law had been 
carried out and duly enforced. 

The Bible renounces religious 
liberty in toto. All it says on that 
subject is: "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved; he 
that believeth not shall be damn- 
ed." 

Hear the Christian pray: 'Our 
Father who art in heaven, lead us 
not into temptation.'' Does God 
lead them into temptation | What 
is i he devil doing while (jod is 
tempting them I Does (Jod and 
the devil both tempt them I 

Once upon a time, before things 
had been made, Uod was a very 
clever artisan. Day and night he 
kept on working, and talked very 
little. But he was always invent- 
ing something new, suns, comets, 
and so on. He was once told: 

"You really ought to write a 
book and perpetuate these mag- 
nificent results. 

• ' No, ' ' replied <J od, " nothing is 
as yet as perfect as 1 should like. 
Just let me complete my discov- 
eries, and we'll see." 

But one fine day God died, 
quite suddenly— perhaps of heart 
ddisease. His son, who was be- 
ing brought up by the Jesuits, 
was at once called in. He was a 
gentle and zealous youth, without 
an inkling of practical mechan- 
ics. He was conducted into his 
father's workshop. 

"Start away," they told him, 
"and govern the world." 

The poor boy was in a quan- 
dary and asked: 

"But how did my father do 
itt" 

' ' Oh, he used to turn this wheel 
and make this or that out of it." 

The son is turning the wheel— 
and the engines are reversed. - 
Steiidhdal. 

MUSINGS BY WETTSTELN. 

Physicists and chemists seeking 
for "Creative Power" outside of 
matter or nature reminds me of 
the old lady searching for her 
"glasses" on her nose. Why 
search for the creative power ex- 
traneous from matter when the 
sum of all creative, or rather for- 
ive. power of which the scien- 
tist has any knowledge is in the 
matter producing the phenomena 
for which he seeks a creative 
power! 

There is nothing IN a watch 
that makes it go— it "goes" it- 
self. 

There is nothing IN a man that 
thinks— man himself thinks. 

There is nothing IN an otom 
that moves it— it moves itself or 
in KMxjunetioa with other atoms. 

There is nothing IN matter that 
acts upon or animates it — it acts 
itaelf. 

Tin-re is no overruling power 
or • Divine Artificer" IN the uni- 



phel 



We don't propose to waste any 
time looking for an invisible (Jod. 
It should be his business to look 
after us. 



We are told to searcb for im- 
mortality. It has also been said 



nl i 



nature alone does it. It is too 
big a job for | solitary worker. 

BIBLE CLASS QUIZ. 



Dutch ami Knglii 
day. 

AflSWer Old Norse, Odinsdar; 
Swedish and Danish. Onsday; An- 
gio-Saxon. Wodensdeg; Dutch, 
Woeoadaji English, Wednesday. 

tj. — How was the great festival 
daj changed from the seventh — 
Sat urn 's-day — to the first— Sun- 
ila\. among the Christians! 

A. — By Constantine, a sun-wor- 
shipper, who had. ai other heath- 
en, kept the Sunday, publicly or- 
dered this to supplant the Jew- 
ish Sabbath. 

• (^.— What was done with other 
pagan festival days, idols and 
churches? 

A. — The days were changed in- 
to Christian holy-days; the idols 
were converted into Christian 
saints, and temples into Christian 
churches. 

— Can you name a number of 
temples that changed/ 

A — The temple at Rome, sacred 
to the "Bona Dea," rthe "good 
goddess ") was dedicated to the 
Virgin Alary; the sacred place to 
Apollo is now the Church of St. 
Apoliiuaris; the temple of Aiars, 
is now the Church of St. Martin. 

O,.— The noblest heathen temple 
now remaining in the world is the 
Pantheon, or Rotunda, which was 
dedicated to Jove and all the 
gods, is now reconsecrated to 
whom! 

A.— To the mother of God and 
all the saints. 

Q.— The church of St. Repartae, 
at Florence, was formerly a pag- 
an temple, dedicated to whom? 

A.— To the great goddess Nu- 
tria. 

Q.— The church of St. Stephen, 
at Bologna, was formerly the 
temple of whom? 
A.-Isis. 

ty.— The temple of the Rumu- 
lus, and the brazen wolf, is now 
the church of whom? 

A— St. Theodore. 

O,. — The Roman matrons of old 
used to carry their children, 
when ill, to the temple of Romu- 
lus. Do the Roman Catholic ma- 
trons of today carry their child 
ren to this same church of St. 
Theodore when they are ill? 

A. — 'Yes. 

Q.— In Christianizing these pa- 
gan temples, free use was made of 
the sculpture and painted stones 

of heathen monuments, 
cases they evidently painted over 
one name and inserted another. 
Can you give some example? 

A. -The Temple "To Mercury 
and Minerva, Tutelary Gods," is 
now to "St. Mary' and Bt Frances, 
My Tutelaries; second, "To the 
Gods who Preside over this Tem- 
ple" is now "To the Divine Eus- 
trogius, who Presides over this 
Temple; third, "To the Divinity 
of Mercury, the Availing, the 
Powerful, the Cnconquered," is 
now "To the Divinity of St. 
(ieorge, the Availing, the Power- 
ful, the Unconquered ; " 4th, "Sa- 
cred to the Cods and Goddesses, 
with Jove ,the Best and Great- 
est," is now "Sacred to the Pre- 
siding Helpers, St. George and 
St. Stephen, with God the Best 
and Greatest ; ' ' 5th, ' 1 Venus Pig- 
in" is now "The Holy Ghost 
presented as i Pigeon/' 6th, 
The .Mystical Letters- 1 H. S." 
now "The Mvstical Letters— 
L H. S." 
Q.— How were the pagan 
lages treated! 

A.— They were in many cases 
Christianized and continued to 

eeive divine honors. 

Q. What was done with the 
Statue i if Jupiter in St. Peter's, 
Home? 

A. — He was deprived of his 
thunderbolt and given the keys 
of Peter. 

Q.^Wbat was the object of the 
Catholic Church in leaving the 
iges for the Christians 



The Philosophical Bible Class 
Book, "Bible Myths and Their 
Parallels in Other Religions," by 
Doane. The Class Reader first 
reads the lesson for the day ; then 
the Quiz Master begins the Mem- 
ory Training of the class. The 
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in the text. The Quiz Master, af- 
ter receiving a satisfactory an- 
swer in substance, reads the an- 
swer in the Quiz. If a question 
has been put to three members of 
the class without a satisfactory 
reply, the reader without request, 
proceeds lo read that portion of 
the text covered by the question. 
The question is then again put to 
the class, etc. 
Slinging: Coamian Hymn Book. 
Lesson for March 27, 1910: 
"Paganism and Christianity," 
Chapter XXXVI. from page 394 
> j>age :199. 

Qpestion — The ancient Scandi- 
navians consecrated one day in 
the week to the Supreme God 
in; even at the 



A. — It was done in hopes that 
in the process of time they would 
learn better. 

Q. — Nestorius, Bishop of Con- 
stantinople from 428 A. D., refus- 
ed to call "Mary "the mother of 
God" on what ground? 

A.— That she could be the mo- 
ther of the human nature only, 
whiefa the divine Logas used as 
its organ. 

O In amaj parts of Italy are 
to be seen pictures of the "Holy 
Family" of extreme antiquity. 
The pictures represent the moth- 
er with a child on her knee, and 
a little boy standing i lose by her 
side; the lamh is generally seen 
in the picture. They are inscrib- 
ed "Deo Soli" and are simply 
what? 

A. Aneieiit representations of 

isis and Boras 

Q. — How did the Christian 
monks fix the islander's gods? 

A— War-god Thor was Christ- 
ianized ". Michael the War-An- 
gel".: Freyje, their godddess gave 



F. S. WEAVER ANSWERED. 

(By Joel M. Berry.) 
Mr. F. S. Weaver undertakes 
a criticism of my article, in which 
I stated that an allegorical con- 
struction of the Bible would de- 
stroy the literal sense in toto. He 
commences by saying: "Well, 
the literal meaning is of no val- 
ue." 1 did not say the literal 
meaning was of any value. Mr. 
Weaver says that. He is simply 
quarreling with himself in that 
case. I said that an allegorical 
oust ruction would destroy the 
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t. He then says: "Berry 
takes the Bible as it reads. So do 
other orthodox people." That 
would imply Unit SIT, Weaver 
does not tunc it us n reads. We 
wonder WHO employed Jif. Wea- 
ver to write up allegorical mules 
lor me people, and put allegorical 
construction on muse already 
written. 

Bar, Weaver then classes me as 
an ortUodox. \ ery compliment- 
ary, Mr. W eaver, indeed. 1 re- 
nounced orthodoxy over nliy 
years and embraced Freetnougiit. 
nut Here is wnat" beats tne uugs. 
Sir. Weaver says that tne "word 
adegory means Uod-taiX. ' And 
ne cites 1'aui as his authority. 
W here lie gets such a meaning ot 
tne word allegory as that, God 
only knows: that must be one 
ot nis own get-up. \N e never saw 
such it rendering as that in any 
dictionary. And as tor Paul, He 
says that he told a lie that the 
grace ot God might the more 
abound. Perhaps he lies a little 
when he tells Mr. Vv eaver to read 
the Bible as an allegory. 

lie also says that ' - lUind is call- 
ed Adam.'' We are now four 
score yean of age, but outside of 
Air. Weaver, we have never seen or 
heard of such a rendering of the 
term ".Mind ' as that before. That 
is Air. Weaver s own allegorical 
definition of the word Mind, we 
suppose. In that case, we wonder 
what his definition of the word 
Adam woidd be. 

In our article we asked: "What 
became of the female, or woman, 
created on the sixth day?" He 
says: '"Maybe Berry can tell ub 
what her name is, and if he does 
then we will tell him all about 
her." Now we contend that 
sounds a little allegorical; for if 
he is able to tell us all about her, 
he ought to be able to tell us her 
name himself. Now we are ready 
to wager one year's subscription 
to the Blue Grass Blade that Mr. 
Weaver can't tell us a particle 
more about that woman than we 
ourself know. He can give his 
opinion, but opinions are not 
proofs. 

We think he is patterning a 
wee bit after Paul in this case. 

Again, he says: "Berry claims 
that no Savior is mentioned in 
the Old Testament. We said that 
the word Jesus was not mention- 
ed; consequently no crucified 
Savior spoken of in the Old Tes- 
tament. "Berry does not claim 
it as ho says." The Book Haoll 
says 'J. 

Weaver says that Jehovah and 
Jeeos are the same person. Now 
whoever heard of such a far- 
fetched conclusion as that? No 
one, outside of Mr. Weaver. 

Again, he says: "Bro. Berry 
ought to remember that the the 
ancients had no good language." 
We don't know just how good a 
language they had, but one thing 
we do know, and that is, we don't 
hear of them calling the mind 
Adam, nor Jehovah Jesus. Neith- 
er do we find reason personified as 
Jehovah or Jesus, for we don't 
find anything very reasonable 
about either one of them*. 

And finally he says: "If Bro. 
Berry and other so-called Free- 
thinkers would try to learn some- 
thing and stop copying from the 
ancients, they could unroot or- 
thodox? in I year." Now, we 
say, if Bro. Weaver would spend 



his time in trying 



ich the 



people how to live good, honest 
moral lives, instead of calling 
them ogly nanies, as he has done 
me. he will DO doubt have as many 
friends. 

He says that most Liberals de 
light to abuse those who differ in 
opinion with them., which state- 
ment we denounce as untruthful. 
It is only from such men as Mr. 
Weaver we hear such talk as that. 

And in closing, we wish to say 
that WO can respect Mr. Weaver 
as a man. but not as a trentleman 
until he rescinds the uncalled for 
abusive epithets applied to me as 
well as to all Liberals in general. 

Nat l Military Home. 
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(By Joel M. Berry.) 
It is stated in the Bible that the 



ling after all. Is 
le that (iod will hate his 
when he tells us we must 
love ours. He says he takes ven- 
patiee OB his adversaries. The en- 

taiea of Grod cannot Injur* aim , 

mis Ban, How could vou injure 
i eonditionless being? Is it nec- 
ssarv to believe in the existence 
of an infinite intelligence before 
you can know right and wrong? 

Banish me from the Garden of 
Kden as quiet as you please, but 
first give me a bountiful feast 
from the tree of knowledge. I 
want DO part in hell where the 
saved drOWO with merry shouts 

this heartless ^ h ri ,,e'' e very 'hon- 
est soul should enter his Mien*) 
protest. 

By putting intention back of 
what man called good, Ood was 
produced, Then bv putting in- 
tention back of Whal man called 
bad. the devil was created, Leave 
the intention out, ami gods and 
devils fade nwav. 

ihoold *a Ood of infinite 
wish to experiment with 
man? The very thought of such 
a thing is a slander upon his dig- 
nity, tf Cod knew that his book 
would be understood differently 
by each one, then my understand- 
ing of the Bible is the real revel- 
ation to me. If this is so, I have 
no right to take the understand 



■ay thai the universe was area ted 
and then sav that such creation 
was miraculous. Who knows that 
the universe was created. Wo 
must not jump at conclusions. If 
it was not created and has existed 
from all elernilv. then the mirac- 
ulous is impossible ft) miracle 
can be established by human tes- 
timony; but throw a"wav the mir- 
acles of the New Testament and 
all the other teachings of Christ 
don't amount to a grain of sand. 

It is impossible to establish any 
creed or system of faith and be- 
lief by a miracle. Like all other 
religio 
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II. The chit 



In speaking of the ii.mgi.mr.v 

heaven and hell, Ingeraou says: 

"They (the church) put a master 
tyrant in the sky, and warm their 
hands at the imaginary fires of 
Hell." Then says: "It is re- 
lated of Horace Greeley that one 
cold day he went into a country 
store; sat down by the fire; threw 
out his hands in the act of wann- 
ing, when the store boy came to 
him and said: 'Mr. Greeley, there 
is no fire in that stove.' Mr. Gree- 
ley looked at the boy and remiark- 
ed: 'Vou little rascal! What did 
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If you want to be of ser- 
vice to the cause you es- 
pouse, and at the same 
time help some of your 
friends, you can have The 
Blade sent to ten of them 
one year for Five Dollars 
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International Congress of Free- 
held In the City of Rome. 
Italy, September U, 18M. The author 



personal experiences that ha* received 
an universal encomium fro,^ r. 
people. In It r 
of priestly flcU 
while the general ityle la without com- 
parison In American literature of travel. 
Cloth t 
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death, nralta 
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then give him 
• Father 



MOaUd AUD JOSHUA. 

(liy Joel ML liwry.) 
Ill the Ulti Testament we have 
the uecuiuit of how two great 
leaders oi the people, Mioses aud 
•Joshua, spent tueir lives in mur- 
dering poor uuioeeut women uud 
'•lnhlreu, iuid everything else that 
drew the breath oi life. 

*Wurder, robbery, aud the de- 
stroying the peaee aud happiuess 
ol some other natiou seeui to have 
ueeu the chief aims aud objeeu* 
<>i then- lives. And both claim to 
have carried ou their work of 
death and destructiou under the 
special supervision and com- 
mand ol a, just, all-wise and mer- 
ciful Uod. Now if any one cau 
see any justice or mercy, or any- 
thing god-like in such horrible 
butchery, they can see more than 
1. Yet we find liible lovers and 
believers who will read those mis- 
erable works of bloodshed and 
i all down as 
word of God, and 
ise of being 
t in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name." 

.Moses claims that Uod chose 
him as the leader of his people 
Israel, for he wished them to sub- 
due and conquer all other na- 
tions. Was not the Lord able to 
do the work himself? It seems 
not, and the birth and preserva- 
tion of Closes is made to border 
strongly ou the miraculous. The 
first thing he does after arriving 
at the age of maturity, is while no 
one is looking, to murder a poor 
Egyptian and hide his body in the 
■and He says that he was made 
a God to Pharoah, and that he 
hath seen and talked to God face 
to face. He says that the Lord 
was right with him from start 
to linish, that he gave Inm any- 
thing he would ask, and that the 
i,oru supplied inm with a huge 
army ana sent him forth on his 
WOW of destruction. He also 
says that the Lord sent out lying 
. , ueiore him, in order to u. L - 
eeive the people, and that on one 
occasion no iess than four hun- 
dred prophets were deceived at 
one time. The Lord says also: 
' ' And il a prophet be deceived 
when he liath spoken a thing, i 
the l>ord hath deceived hiim and 
will stretch out my arm against 
him." • lie also states that the 
Lroru prepared the way for him 
by sending swarms of lice, frogs, 
Hies, locusts, darkness and ufnict- 
iou of the people w iih bods, hail 
aud hornets, all to bring them in- 
to subjection to the God Moses. 
On another occasion, Mioses is or- 
dered to take the heads of the 
people whom he hath slain, and 
tiaug up before the Lord against 
the sun, that the tierce auger of 
the Lord might be turned away. 

Finally the Lord tells Moses 
to vex and avenge himself on the 
.Midianites, a powerful nation of 
people living in peace and quiet- 
ness, molesung no one. He ac- 
cordingly raises a huge army of 
twelve thousand men and sends 
them out, and they slay all the 
male portii-u— (men and boys, but 
the women and children they kept 
alive. So they returned, and 
Moses met them coming back, 
and asks: "Did ye save the wom- 
en aud children alive/" When 
told they had, he was wroth, and 
ordered them to kill every wom- 
an and chi.d of the prisoners. All 
but the young girls and virgins; 



liglu with thcuvihat he commands 
the sun and the moon to stand 
still. He captures and kills them 
all. He goes from one kingdom 
to another, and slays all who come 
within his reach. It is stated 
that he subdued and killed thirty- 
one kings, with all their subjects. 
He linally gets old and has to re- 
tire. JJut like Moses, when he 
dies, lie beats tho minister out of 
his just dues, by preaching his 
own funeral sermon. He tells us 
his age and where he is buried; 
and also tells us all about what 
the Elders of Israel did that out- 
lived him; and it takes a pretty 
siuari man to do that. 

The liible tells us that no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in 
him; but here we have two men 
who spent their lives in murder- 
ing poor, helpless men, women 
and children ; and both claim that 
they did their bloody work under 
the direct supervision and com- 
mand of a God who says: "Thou 
sbalt not kill." 

Now the question is: Does God 
after making the above command, 
then go and produce great nations 
of people on purpose to have 
the fun of killing them? 

Let all believe who can! 

BIO FREETHOUOHT FUNERAL 
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to keep alive for their own use; 
and when they came to count up, 
they had no less than thirty-two 
thousand young girls and virgins 
to divide. (See Numbers, 31st 
chapter.) This massacre of wom- 
en and children about 
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old so the Lord calls him home. 

But before he dies, he appoints 
,, man by the name of Joshua as 
his successor. Hie tells him to 
take up the murderous work 
where he leaves off, and to trust 
in Hi,. Lord for help. Bttt before 
Moat* dies he preaches his own 
funeral sermon; tells us his age, 
with an account of his death and 

burial. (See Deuteronomy, :54th 

chapter.) , 

So after the death of Moses, the 
Lard appears to Joshua, and tells 

hjm that he will be with him. Bo 

his first great slaughter is that of 
t| le inhabitants of that great city 
and plain of Jtrieho "Their 
dng uith everything in which 
,.„ ns the breath of life, is 

Slandered, exeept the harlot, | 

Uahab, and her household, sue 
was laved because she had se- 
creted the two spies that Joshua 
had sent into the city. 

The waters of the Jordan divide 
and the army passes over on dry 
ground; ami at the blast of a few 
ran is horns the walls of the e.t.v 
,. rumble to the ground. 

Next he captures the King of 
Ai. and slaughters him with his 
people. 

Then the kings of five other na- 
tions combine to make war upon 
Joshua, and it was during his 



Independence, Ky., 

Mar. 20, '10. 

Editor Blade:— 

1 wish to report the death and 
funeral of A. J. Senour, of this 
place. Mr. Senour was 72 years 
of age, and had been a life-long 
resilient of this vicinity. He was 
a man of wide acquaintance,, and 
universally respected for his up- 
right character, and kind and 
noble nature. The Senour family 
has long been recognized as one of 
the old established families of this 
community. Among the younger 
generation are mien eminent in 
the professional aud business 
world,— among them Dr. Senour, 
of Union, Ky., Dr. Senour, of Cin- 
cinnati, Dr. Senour, of Speers 
Hospital, Bellevue, Ky., and J. 
Atwood Culbertson, of Pittsburg. 
Pa., grand >n of Mr. Senour, and 
all of whom attended the funeral. 

Mr. Sen ur, in his usual practi- 
cal way, arranged for his own 
funeral, desiring that the last act 
pertaining ,to his life should be 
the testimony and example of his 
belief. He wished the occasion to 
be used as a means of helping to 
free the minds of others, and lift- 
ing them to a higher plane of 
thought ; so, he provided that Dr. 
Wilson, of Cincinnati, should offi- 
ciate. 

The funeral took place at the 
County Court House, and the 
large crowd attending, many 
from a distance, was evidence of 
the high esteem in which Mr. Se- 
nour was held. Every seat in the 
Court House was filled, and the 
aisles and doorways packed with 
standing. It was the first 
nought funeral ever held in 
(■.immunity, and although it 
was the same hour as church ser- 
vices, the leading citizens were 
present,— attorneys, physicians, 
business men, and farmers far 
around. Many an old gray head 
was present, and liDiiuy such, for 
the first time in their lives, listen- 
ed to a Freethought address, and 
all were alive with curiosity and 
interest. 

The address was given in Dr. 
Wilson s usual well-known style, 
— firm, forceful, non-compromis- 
ing, yet withal, eloquent, logical, 
sympathetic, beautiful, tender, 
hopeful and sweet, leaving a pro- 
found impression upon all pres- 
ent. While it shocked a few, the. 

general after etiitimfM was one 
of approval, many saying they 
had never listened to such a 
grand funeral sermon. 

Among the chief mourners were 
Mr. Timothy Senour, an older, 
and only surviving brother of 
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He is one of the 
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generally known as "Uncle Tim." 
Like his brother, he is an enthu- 
■iaetie Liberal, linn in the convic- 
tion that the progress of humani- 
ty depends upon the emancipation 

of the human mind from the fears 
and superstitions, and blinding 
ereedl Of pOSl ages. Likewise, 
"Aunt Jane," wife of "Uncle 
Tim." a woman of line personal- 
ity aud stron- character, is equal- 
ly enthusiastic in the cause oi 

mental liberty, [f character bfl 
the result. Of one's belief, these 

grand old people are oertainb 

evidences of the uplift in-.: gOOO- 
ness to be found in Freethought — 

at least, they ere mining exam- 
ples, in refutation of the charge 
thai infidelity makes bad people. 

Now that the ICC is broken, we 
expert that meh funerals will be 
more frequent in the future. It 
every community could experi- 
ence the same, the Freethought 
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cause would advance with leaps 
and bounds. 

The Freethought funeral is the 
best method we have of reaching 
the public, as illustrated in this 
instance, and strange that Liber- 
als are not more alive to its im- 
portance. W. P. 



The doctrines of immortality, 
of freedom, and of a God who is, 
in his relation to ourselves, sep- 
arable from this process— is not 
only a system which is unsupport- 
ed by any single scientific fact, 
but is also a system for which 
among the facts of science it is I i 
utterly impossible for the intel- j, 
lect to find a place.— W. H. i\ 
lock. 



The doctrineof mental freedom* 
is vindicated. Bigotry is not 
dead, but its fangs itre drawn. 

It has come to be seen that the de- 
voutest of minds are not neces- 
sarily those which unquestionably 
accept the teaching of authority, 
but those who bend themselves 
seriously and fearlessly to search 
for truth wherever it may be.— 
David Christy Murray. 



There is no fool so great as he 
who will not investigate. There is 
no one so blind as he who will 
not see. 



Uncle Iliram (looking at bath 
ibs in a plumber's window) — 
Well. I swan! I've heard that 
these here New Yorkers are pret- 
ty nervy, but I never supposed 
they had the cheek to take a bath 
in the front window.' 

It was in an experience meeting 
in an African Methodist church 
over in Virginia. They had been 
tinging the well-known lines: 

"While the lamp holds out to 
burn, 

The vilest sinner may return." 

A new oonvert had been giving 
in his confession. He had told 
the brethren and sisters all the 
sins of his life, ami more too, with 
all their aggravations. He had 
confessed to every crime known 
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known to the decalogue. When he 
paused for breath, gasping at his 
own wickedness, a brother in the 
gallery shouted solemnly: "Put 
out dat lamp!" "Wha' ferf" 
asked the pastor. "Coz," said 
thesolemn brother, "the vilest 
sinner done returned." 

Let us, if possible, banish all 
fear from the mind. Do not im- 
agine that there is some being in 
the infinite expanse who is not 
willing that every man and worn- 
an should think for himself and 
herself. [>o not imagine that 
there is any being who would 
srive to his children the holy torch 
of reason, and then damn them 
for following the sacred light. 
\#\ us have courage.-Ingersoll. 



Searchlight 

A 20-Page Liberal 
Monthly 

Published by J. D. SHAW, Waco, 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies; 10iCents 




Write for a sample copy, which will be sent free. 




The Erst and Only Complete Edition of I 

VOLTAIRE'S WORKS | 

ever published in English has Just been completed by the £ 
CRAFTSMEN OF THE ST. HUBERT GUILD 

N«w trarulatlon, by WltUAM f. FLEMING. Including the Notei of TOBIAS J 

SMOLLETT, Revised end Modernized A Critique end Biography * 

by the RT. HON. JOHN MO R LEY, M. P. I 

DESPREAD hlWIrt has prevailed^ dM |TW^|tf t^ ?|^y^' Sfcatft" I 




pmentat.on of reliaiou. tolwalion the world hu aver known. His tragedian are tn« moil priied J 
Classics of France/and hit Dramas have been played a hundred yean. 




FORTY-THREE HANDSOME VOLUMES \ 



9m Hi x i% Inche»-13,034 Page.. » vtr 160 « 

Illustration, of which 45 »™ hand colored. J 

Divided Inlo threa .eclions: Historical, 16 volumes; Geneial Literature, embodying hit f 

drama, in 5 volumes, I-oems and F.ssa% , „, 3 ,.. M, 1 t 1 1 » < « II M 1 1 MM ' m , .vol- 5 

,. ,1 Biography, ll I E5f|Mt Critkiu. if W-haire. in J vohuw.; Phdoaoph.cal * 

"l!c"onary in N volume.. The Torty-Third volnm. k ?au Index. It ha. been compU-d in tuch a f 

THE EDITto^^ EX3&tt!J&£r>i Z Sift | 



' tHE COMPLETE SET SENT FREE FOR APPROVAL I 



larp or ■ 

REMEMBER- 
THERE ARE BUT A 
FEW SETS. 
CUT OUT COUPON 
SEND TODAY. kW 




St. Hubert Guilt) 

•tMorftsbcps 

AKRON. OHIO 



Rtsidtnm 'c 



— .mi l m i l!,. 



w l'age 1). 
ed liow carefully Uie ark contain 
iug God 8 book was guarded. 
Tiny read, ami the |MM mice 
according to the number of ali 
t he cities of the Philistines, be- 
longing to the live lords, both oi 
fenced cities and ol country vil- 
lages, even unto the great stone 
ol Abel, whereon they set down 
the ark of the Lord; which stone 
reiuamelh unto this day m the 
tield oi' Joshua the Bethsheunte. " 
instead ol placiug his book 111 the 
ark, one would suppose if God 
really wanted to guide his child- 
ren to 'eternal iii'e he would 
have seen to it, thai it had a wide 
circulation, but he did not, and 
instead, because some oi' the men 
oi iiethshemesh peeped into the 
box that held God's book, in 1st 
Samuel 0-18, we are told (iod 
"smote the men of Beth-sheuiesli 
because tk*7 had looked into the 
ark of the Lord; even he smote 
ol the people of fifty thousand 
aud three score and ten men," 
and the account seems to indicate 
that the people of Kirjathjearhn 
were seared nearly to death; and 
no wonder, when OU.070 men were 
killed because two of their neigh- 
bors had looked into the box that 
held God's Book. No one knew 
■ word that M as m the book, but 
in Exodus 25-22, we are told (iod 
said to Moses: "There 1 will 
meet thee, and 1 will commune 
with thee, from above the mercy- 
seat, from between the two cher- 
dbima which are upon the Ark of 
ili. testimony of all things which 
i will give teehethezdddd,w fw 
1 will give thee in commandment 
unto the children of Israel.'' 

.Moses is considered a model of 
meekness, but he should also have 
been famous for his bravery to 
meet u ad at the mercy-seat in the 
Ark after the divine author had 
killed 5U,07U men for merely look- 
ing into the box that held the 
book. 

What the people were doing for 
spiritual guidance all this time, 
1 do not know, but it is up to the 
is recorded that the Ark contain- 
ing the Book of the Law was not 
opened until in the reign of Sol- 
omon. And when the Ark was 
opened — think of the terror of 
the discovery !— God's Book was 
not there. 

The Ark is never heard of 
again except iu intimation that 
Jeremiah hid it in a cave on Ml. 
Pisguh. Jeremiah was lucky to 
have escaped with his life, but 
he seems to have spent the rem- 
nant of his days writing the La- 
mentations of Jeremiah. Three 
Hundred and fifty years after Sol- 
omon s one thousand widows had 
worn deep mourning for their 
liege lord, biulded monuments 
and planted Dowers on his grave, 
a high priest found the Bo ok of 
the Law. 2nd Kings 22-8, says: 
•■Hilkiuh, the high priest, said 
unto Shaphan the scribe: 1 have 
found the Book of the Law in the 
house of the Lord." It is up to 
tiic Pope's revisionists to prove 
the authenticity of Helkiah's find 
Reviewing what the book has cost 
the world so far in fear, blood, 
teen and treasure, it seems a pity 
that it ever was found. 

The immortal Saladin, who 
wielded the strongest pen on the 
planet, and who shook the temple 
of superstition from foundation 
stone to steeple, says of the Book 
of the Law: 

"Every leaf has proved the pa- 
rent of division, schism and hate. 
Every line has been a row of dra- 
gon's teeth, from which have 
ipninfl a urop ol armed men. Ev- 
ery word has been an anvil, upon 
which have been hammered ten 
thousand swords. 

"Every letter has evolved the 
lire, the scaffold, the dungeon, the 
rack. All the ink that has been 
sin (1 iii producing its millions of 
copies is a mere drop iu the buck- 
et to the merciless deluge of 
blood with which it has dreached 
i he fire-blackened plains and 
ruined cities of the world. And 
the letters of iron which it has 
riveted upon the limbs of the 
most \aliant of our race, are as 
nothing to the shackles of intel- 
lectual bondage, which worn for 
long ages, have made humanity 
an aggregation of credulous para- 
sites, crushed by a superstition 
under the weight of which all 
creation groans." 

The Church of Rome must be 
in tin- throes of evolution for the 
Pope to order a revision of the 
Bible, lor Home lias always op- 
posed its translation out of the 
origins! tongues." If the re- 
visionists are seized with violent 
attacks of inspiration, they ma> 
bring more ftghl to the world 

than ih" voles and revisions of 
ehureb eotmeihv 

The Catholics say the Books of 
Yobit and Judith, Wisdom, Ec- 



iMu-us, Banish, the Episilc 

[of Jeremiah, the Song of tin 
• hiidivn, Susana, Bel and 
DrftftB, and .Maccabees are all 
p line, and include them iu the 
Uathoik Bible. The Protestants 
declare all these hooks are spuri- 
..ii- and have thrown them out of 
the Protestant Bible. 

II (iod did write these books in 
the Catholic Bible, the Protest- 
snta have much to answer for; 
and if God did not write these 
books the Catholics should nevei 
aegleet going to confession, for 
i hey have grievous sins to be for- 
given. God does not seem to want 
In- children to understand his 
hook, perhaps for the reason the 
le-s they understand it the more 



they believe it. 

Thousands have spent their lives 
reading and repeating like par- 
rots a jargon about everything 
under the sun, moon and stars, 
except common sense, wading 
through cruelty, brutality, ob- 
s.-i nity aud conglomerate non- 
sense to find "eternal life." 

Think of a human being count- 
ing the letters in the Bible, and 
finding 2,567,180; hunting for the 
middle chapter and finding it to 
be Job 29th, and that the word 
Jehovah occurs 6,885 times. 
Think of wasting time and vital- 
ity with such things on the idea 
that it was serving God and se- 
euring "eternal life." 

Did you ever try to find any- 
i lung in the Bible? It is much 
easier to find the Lost Tribes of 
[greeL Melehisadek, the Lost 
Chord, or the man that struck 
Hilly Patterson. The preachers 
and the Pope himself can't do 
ithout a concordance, and 
aside from a few threadbare texts 
not one person in a million can 
ipiote six verses correctly, and 
tell where they can be found. You 
•nn tell the most devout Bible 
tudents of a hundred unprinta- 
ile things in the Bible, and they 
will vow they are not there, and 
lien you show them they de- 
utly say, "We are not allowed 
understand such mysteries; it 
>es not mean what it says." 
Bible quoters generally make a 
muddle of it. An old man I knew 
a Bible in his pocket, 
recently said to me that this win- 
er had been hard on him. He 
said, "I am out of work, my cow 
died, and now my folks are down 
with the pneumonia, but I always 
trust in the Lord." The Bible 
■ays, Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteth," and it looks like the 
I»rd has been chasing me up hill 
and down dale for the past sixty 

The Pope's Bible revisionists 
should make it plain why, for the 
soul's salvation, it is necessary 
to know that Sheni begat Arp- 
haxed, Eber begat Peleg, and Ha- 
ran begat Lot, and to keep up 
with the progeny of a few thou- 
sand more Bible gentlemen. It 
seems to me such Bible students 
entitled to a longer eternal 
isual. It ought to be 
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JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



A REVIEW OF FATALISM. 

Editor Blade:— 
I wish to give a short review 
f Bro. Channing's lecture on 
'Philosophical Fatalism." The 
freatesl objection I have to fat- 
alism is that it gives a plausible 
excuse to every criminal that ever 
disgraced humanity. According 
to the doctrine of fatalism, there 
is no responsibility attached to 
criminal for any crime he may 
conrmit, hence there can be no 
justice in punishment. 

What kind of government would 
we have if every judge, juryman 
and law-maker were fatalists? 
Would we have any government? 
How could a judge justly impose 
. punishment on a criminal when 
'he could not help committing 
rime T ' ' 

I object to some of his ground- 
work of "facts", because they 
are mere assumptions and con- 
trary to the facts. He sees noth- 
g in Nature "but matter and 
rce working under blind, immu- 
table laws without PLAN or 
PURPOSE; for nature has never 
done anything but build up and 



plained how the 28th and 29th 
vers. s of the sixth chapter of 
K mil's can promote good morals. 
It jayi! "And the King said un- 
to her. what uileth thee? And she 
answered, This woman said imto 
me, Give thy son, that we may 
eat him today, and we will eat 
thy -..ii tomorrow. So we boiled 
my s..n and did eat him; and I 
said unto her on the next day, 
Give thy son that w\: may eat him 
and she hid her son." How in 
the name of conumon sense can 
that help people to get to heaven? 

Those women should not only 
have their names taken from the 
church books, but from the 
"Lamb's Book of Life" also. I 
hope for the sake of good morals 
that the Hope's revisionists will 
find out that God did not write 
the "Songs of Solomon," and the 
"Book of Bath." They seem en- 
tirely unworthy of a divine au- 
thor. Tin- revisionists should 
settle once for all whether the 
Hebrew chronology, or that of the 
Septuaginl is correct. The He- 
brew account says Abraham was 
born 2083 years after God created 
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repancy, 

but the world should know the 
eorreet date of the birth of Abra- 
ham. I'm- all thesaillts expect to 
rest in his bosom. The Bible re- 
visionists have a fearful respon- 
sibility, as millions have placed 
their destiny in Hible truth. 

There are a few thousand other 
discrepancies, mvsteries and con- 
tradictions in the Holy Hook that 
should be submitted to the re- 
visionists, but the Blade readers 
cannot hear them all now, so I 
DM* eall a halt on t 
object. 



pose in Nature it is because he 
mentally blind. Let me illustrate. 
A poet was journeying through 
some beautiful hill country. His 
son! was filled with delight at 
the gorgeous colorings of early 
Spring. Being thirsty, he stopped 
at | i a rm house on a hillside. As 
he drank the welcome draught 
he remarked to the master of the 
house about the beautiful coun- 
try round about. What was his 
dismay when the countryman 
spoke with disgust: "Can't see 
nothing beautiful about thiB; 
never could raise any corn on 
these hills." The countryman 
was blind to the beauties of Na- 
ture, and could see nothing but 
"com and hogs. 

Is there no plan or purpose in 
Nature? Let us see. Why J 
you love, honor or respect your 
mother 1 Was it not because you 
owe to her your birth, training 
and BBlture that has madde you 
what you are? What is it that 
causes the mother to work, plan 
ami provide for her offspring? 
Is it not her nature that 
her to so doT 

"The forces of Nature pump 
man's breath and blood independ- 
ent of his will; digest his food, 
etc." Can we see no purpose 
whv Nature should cause the 
blood to circulate, the food to di- 
gest, etc.? 

"Will power is nothing but the 
strength of desires," he sayB. I 
deny that assertion. I know that 
I can will and do directly contra- 
ry to all my desires, and even my 
best judgment if I choose. Every 
redeemed sinner or reformed 
drunkard has willed and acted 

directly in opposition to all his 
sinful desires or corrupt appetite. 

He says, "Nature has never 
done anything hut build up and 
tear down." He has evidently 
never studied evolution, or "the 
survival of the fittest" to any 
pui-pose. or we would not say 
that. Is not every death (tear- 
ing down) succeeded by I life 
(rebuild) somewhat better than 
the former life? Does not the 
study of evolution go to prove 
that man, in his present highly 
developed state, owes all that he 
is to countless millions of living 
beings before him? 



I freely admit that we are the 
creatures of circumstances or 
ironment, more or less, but 
e circumstances or environ- 
ts have ever been such, in the 
u, as to gradually advance 
i from the lowest order of Ufe 
up to the high position he now 
holds in the order of creation. 

Nor does Nature stop here; we 
are ever advancing to still more 
perfe c t beings, and who can tell 
,hat the end will be? 

A. E. WADE. 

Chaffee, life 

I AM A PROHIBITIONIST. 



(Hy 0. G. Brown, Ithaca, N. Y.) 

1 am a Prohibitionist, 

Because when men are fools 
Society must protect itself 

By arbitrary rules; 
Because the sale of whiskey is 

For every time and place 
A drag to human progress tied, 

A national disgrace. 

I am a Prohibitionist, 
Because by it I hope 
To save tlie economic loss 

From making mental dope; 
Because Iwould not see the race 

That ought to wear the crown 
Use all its brain and muscle up 

To drag its virtue down. 

I am a Prohibitionist, 

Because I've ne'er been told 
Of any good that ever came 

From whiskey hot or cold ; 
Hecause 'tis clearly evident 

That it has furnished more 
Of suffering and want and crime 

Than pestilence and war. 

I am a Hrohibitionist, 

Because one drink will set 
Man's brutal passions all on fire, 

The dagger in him whet; 
I'nchain the tiger in his breast, 

Then burn his reason up 
And make a wild and crazy 
thing— 

This "demon in the cup!" 

I am a Prohibitionist, 

A "Crank" perhaps you say! 
Sim e appetites men won't con- 
trol, 

I'd put the drink away; 
You limit personal freedom 



(Book LL, chap, i, sec. 3) Taine 
"It was Paganism which reign- 
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then 

Indeed, I would, I hop< 
And bring man's manhood back 
to him 
In place of whiskey dope. 

'Twixt mental freedom and th< 
right 

To paralyze the brain, 
Then walk the streets a mental 
fool 

Spreads out a mammoth 
plaii 

Who'd prop the whiskey traffic 
ap 

On such a specious claim 
Has either got an appetite 
Or microbes on the brain. 

SHAKESPEARE'S RELIGIOUS 
BELIEF. 



(J. E. Remsburg, in the Truth- 
Seeker.) 

I read with much interea 
Franklin Steiner's recent article 
on Shakespeare's religious belief. 
It recalled a passage in the writ- 
ings of the great French critic 
and historian, If. Taine. In hie 
"History of English Literature' 



in letters but in doctrine, a Pa- 
ganism of the North, always ser- 
ious, generally sombre, but which 
was based, like that of the South, 
on natural forces. 

"In some men all Christianity 
had passed away; many proceed- 
ed to Atheism through excess of 
rebellion and debauchery, like 
Marlowe and Greene. With oth- 
ers, like Shakespeare, the idea of 
God scarcely makes its appear- 
ance ; they see in our poor human 
life only a dream, and beyond it 
the long, sad sleep. 

"For them death is the goal of 
life; at most a dark gulf, into 
which man plunges, uncertain of 
the issue. If they carry their 
gaze beyond, they perceive, not 
the spiritual soul welcomed into 
n purer world, but the corpse 
abandoned to the dadmp earth, 
or the ghost hovering about the 
churchyard. 

"They speak like skeptics or 
supersttious men, never as true 
believers. Their heroes have hu- 
man, not religious virtues; against 
.•rime they rely on honor and the 
love of the beautiful, not on piety 
and the fear of God." 

About thirty years ago I was 
conversing with Gen. D. W. Wild- 
er, the well-known western author 
and journalist, a brother of Alex- 
ander Wilder, on Shakespeare's 
belief. I referred to this passage 
in Taine. General Wilder was 
then editor of the St. Joseph Her- 
ald, and soon after published an 
article on Shakespeare's belief, 
quoting Taine 's testimony. Re- 
ferring to our conversation aud 
Taine's testimony, he said: 

'The passage is a remarkable 
a; we had overlooked it in our 
r.adiriK of Taine. • • • This 
inds us that, some years ago, 
asked Cclonel Ingersoll if he 
._ an infidel, not supposing he 
was and knowing how often men 
who do not agree with us are so 
called. But he instantly replied 
I am, and so was Shakespeare, 
and he went to citing death 
scenes and other passages from 
the fcreat dramas. An no doubt 
he remembered this passage from 
Taine." 

Shakespeare and Ingersoll, two 
of the world's immortals, two of 
the greatest masters of the En- 
glish tongue— England's and 
America's greatest poets— were 
both Infidels- Agnostics. 

Today I opened my Shake- 
speare. In it for nearly a score 
of years has revised a sheet of 
paper, bearing in Col. Ingersoll 
own handwriting the following 
well-known tribute to Avon's 
bard : 

"Shakespeare was an intellect- 
ual ocean toward which all rivers 
ran and from which now the isles 
and continents of thought receive 
their dew and rain." 

The history of this relic is as 
follows: On Sunday, March 1, 
1891, Colonel Ingersoll delivered 
for the first time, at Albany, N. 
Y.. his now famous lecture on 
Shakespeare. The same day I 
spoke at Glens Falls. Monday 
nnorning, I took a train for New 
York and was joined at Albany 
by Colonel Ingersoll. I had pro- 
cured the Albany papers at Sara- 
toga. These contained reports of 
his lecture. The peroration had 
evidently been butchered by the 



reporters, and I called Col. Inger- 
soll 's attention to it on the way 
down. He took a sheet of paper, 
;e the passage as he had de- 
•ed it, and handed it to me. 
This was probably the first and 
is probably the only autograph 
jopy of these immortal words, for 
they were originally dictated to 
his stenographer. 



God gave her a lapfu of embers — 
Without her consent or request, 
And, pleased with their warmth 
and their beauty, 
She cuddled them close to her 
breast. 

She fanned those red-hot coals of 
passion, 

With the breath of her tender 
desire ; 

spark in her 



And soon was her 

She writhed as the 1 
her being, 
She fought with the torturing 
flame, 

Till piecemeal her garment 
dropped from her — 
And naked she stood in her 
shame. 

Then God turned away, unob- 
serving; 
ut the World gave a glance 
and a frown — 
Not because she had toyed with 
the embers, 
But because she had ruined her 
srown ! 

—.Tames Ball Naylor. 



Where is the Bible the wit- 
essnes kiss when they swear to 
tell the truth?" a visitor to one 
of the police courts asked a city 
agistrate. 

"It was abolished in these 
courts several years ago," he re- 
sponded. "The volume that was 
in this court must have been kiss- 
ed thousands of time by all sorts 
of people. Sometimes, a witness 
would be detected kissing his 
thumb instead of the sacred book, 
on the theory that he did not bind 
himself to tell the truth. Some of 
the volumes contained only the 
New Testament, whereas many of 
the witnesses were Hebrews. 

"But it was the germ theory 
that drove the Bible from the' 
courts. It wasn't possible to give 
the volume a sanitary bath after 
each kissing. 

"When an East Sider swears 
under the present systemt he holds 
up three extended fingers. If 
only two fingers are extended he 
is making a mental reservation, 
like the man that kissed his thumb 
instead nf the book."— New York 
Sun. 
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